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EMERGENCY EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 7 

Return and Rebuild 

 

Issue Date: April 25, 2025 

 

Subject: Suspending Collection of Plan Check and Permit Fees 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The Wildfires of January 2025 caused devastating impacts to people and property, 
tragically destroying thousands of homes in the City of Los Angeles (City). In order to 
further the community’s effort to build back quickly, City leadership must work together to 
remove additional barriers that may hinder reconstruction. The cost of rebuilding, 
particularly in the wake of this unprecedented natural disaster, can be overwhelming. It is 
imperative that we act quickly as a City to remove these barriers and support Angelenos 
as they rebuild their homes, lives, and communities.  
 
On February 19, 2025, the City Council adopted Councilwoman Traci Park’s motion 
calling on the City to waive plan check and permit and art fees for structures damaged or 
destroyed in the Wildfires of January 2025. I support the Councilwoman’s motion and with 
many homeowners starting to pull permits the time to act is now. 
 
These fees, which are applied by ordinance, should be waived for eligible reconstruction 
projects and I support the adoption by City Council of an amendment to the City 
Administrative Code to waive these fees. Such a fee waiver should be limited to the 
construction of eligible residential projects that repair or replace structures damaged or 
destroyed in the Palisades, Hurst, Kenneth, Archer, and Sunset Fires that occurred in 
January 2025, in whole or in part within the City of Los Angeles and it should apply 
retroactively to those eligible projects that have been already permitted or are currently in 
plan check. 
 
Therefore, to initiate the preparation of such an ordinance and to ensure that City 
Departments are able to implement the ordinance quickly and seamlessly on the effective 
date, pursuant to City Charter Section 231, subsection (i), and under the provisions of the 
Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 8.29 that authorize me to promulgate, issue 
and enforce emergency rules, regulations, orders, and directives, I hereby declare the 
following order to be necessary for the protection of life and property and I hereby order, 
effective immediately, the following: 
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1. City departments shall continue to process building permits associated with the
repair or reconstruction of single-family structures and duplexes damaged or
destroyed as a result of the January 2025 Wildfires and suspend the collection of
the fees associated with those permits while Council considers the adoption of an
ordinance waiving the fees. Waiver of the payment of suspended fees is contingent
upon adoption of a fee waiver ordinance.

2. Within seven days of signing this Emergency Executive Order, the City
Administrative Officer (CAO), in consultation with the City Attorney and in
coordination with all relevant development services departments and bureaus
(including but not limited to Department of Building and Safety, Bureau of
Engineering, Department of City Planning, Fire Department, Bureau of Street
Services - Urban Forestry Division, Bureau of Sanitation, Department of Water and
Power) shall complete the work directed by Councilwoman Park’s motion detailing
the fees to be waived including retroactive fee waivers for projects permitted or
currently in plan check where owners have already paid the applicable fee. The
CAO shall include a financial report identifying any estimated impact to the General
Fund of the fee waivers. I also hereby request the City Attorney, in consultation
with the relevant offices and departments, to prepare and present a draft urgency
ordinance to the City Council that would waive the specified fees consistent with
the intent of this Emergency Executive Order.

3. All applicable planning and building reviews and approvals required by ordinance
or by City departments, not otherwise paused or waived by separate executive
action shall continue to be required.

4. All applicable inspections and related approvals by the Department of Building and
Safety and other applicable City departments for the issuance of a Temporary
Certificate of Occupancy and/or Certificate of Occupancy shall continue to be
required.

Executed this 25th day of April, 2025 

________________________________ 

KAREN BASS 

Mayor 

Dated at Los Angeles, California 

Date: __________________, 2025 

Time: __________________ 

Filed with the City Clerk 

Date: __________________, 2025 

Time: __________________ 

By: ____________________ 

April 25
11:02 a.m.

April 25
11:04 a.m.


